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“I look at color as a kind of wavelength, a frequency of energy,” says artist Miya Ando “Color has a crest, and it
has a trough.”

A descendent of Samurai-era Bizen sword makers, Ando was raised between a Buddhist temple in rural Japan
and the laid back coast of Northern California. Today, Ando uses her 16th generation swordsmith skills to
create stunning, otherworldly artworks.

“I really like the idea of using an industrial technique, and combining it with this soft language.That juxtaposition
is something that speaks to me,” says Ando, who’s now based in Brooklyn. “In Japan, I lived in the country, so I
have a lot of influence from grids. There are rice fields on three sides of the house where I grew up, the tatami
mat, shoji screen, they’re all grids. I hope to stay within a vocabulary of abstraction that’s formed by
landscape.”

Using anodized aluminum, dip-dyed in vats over varying times to create her signature gradient effect, Ando
creates pieces that take on a life of its own – pieces that continually transform in different light, and when
viewed from different angles.

“While the painting itself remains the same, it’s our perception of it that shifts. The experience of walking
around them or engaging every painting builds upon itself. I like the idea that the painting is only complete
when a person views it,” she says. “Most people relate my works to things like mist, fog, ocean spray… which I
find really interesting, because all of these are things that are there for just a second. They are all fleeting. It’s
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at the cusp of something that’s about to change. There’s something beautiful and really interesting, at least for
myself, about that.”

Soft and hard, dark and light, tradition and evolution; Ando constantly plays with paradoxes and dualities in her
art. A perfect example of this is her “Furisode Kimono,” a stunning collection of 180-pound kimonos crafted
from steel squares linked together by sterling silver rings, creating the illusion of delicate silk created through
the use of hard steel.

“MOST PEOPLE RELATE
MY WORKS TO THINGS
LIKE MIST, FOG, OCEAN
SPRAY… WHICH I FIND
REALLY INTERESTING,
BECAUSE ALL OF THESE
ARE THINGS THAT ARE
THERE FOR JUST A
SECOND. THEY ARE ALL
FLEETING.”

“Traditionally, you’re only supposed to wear long sleeve kimonos before you’re married, because long sleeves
are more theatrical, more feminine. After you’re married, you gotta pick up the kids and wash dishes… it’s a
kind of demarcation of your social status. Or it was,” Ando explains. “This is the piece I really think of in terms
of my own identity. It’s very feminine; it speaks about women and how they’re seen; how they’re viewed in a
certain manner before they’re married and after they’re married. It’s also a garment, you know, it’s like armor
but it’s also like jewellery. We dress ourselves to give off this information about who or what we are, and our
role or status in society.”

Ando uses a method using heat rather than dye to create her signature gradient in the squares used in her
“Furisode Kimono” series. It’s a slow and laborious task that requires the kind of patience and focus that, I
imagine, can only be achieved if raised in a Buddhist temple.

“The process of making these works is finding harmony in very disparate things. I think of making art as a
function of thinking. There’s something particularly understated about my work; there isn’t much more you can
take away from it. It’s the most distilled version of itself,” says Ando. “It’s very tranquil but it isn’t without
authority. For myself at least, it takes personal strength and discipline to make these very subtle and quiet
works.”
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