
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Miya Ando ‘Elements’ Solo Exhibition 
24 Oct. - 26 Nov. 2011 
Opening reception: 24 Oct. 6:00pm - 8:00pm 
Talk Show with Ms. Yoko Kobayashi (Towada Art Center media 
director):  24 Oct. 7:00pm - 7:30pm 
 
 
Galerie Sho Contemporary Art is pleased to announce the second 
solo exhibition of acclaimed artist Miya Ando. 
 
Ando is half Japanese and half Russian American artist based in New 
York.  She was raised in two worlds; among sword smiths-turned 
Buddhist priests in a Buddhist temple in Okayama, Japan and in a 
redwood forest in coastal Northern California. She is the descendent 
of Sword maker Ando Masakatsu.  Recently Ando’s artwork has been 
featured on CNN News, BBC, NHK News, The Wall Street Journal 
and The New York Times.  She has received international recognition 
for the 9/11 Memorial Sculpture, unveiled in September, 2011 in 
London by Mayor Boris Johnson. For this large scale public 
memorial, Ando polished part of an 8 meter tall piece of World Trade 
Center Steel into a mirror finish. Ando’s work is widely exhibited and 
collected, she has created public artworks in South Korea, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, New York and her wall works and sculpture 
have been exhibited in Paris, Berlin, Australia, Greece, and across 
the United States. 
 
For her second solo exhibition at Galerie Sho in Tokyo, Ando will be 
debuting her newly developed technique of hand dyed metal wall 
works and sculpture. Ando has stated that she is interested in metals, 
reflectivity and light to express spirituality.  Themes in her work are 
transformation, reflection and transcendence.  
 
--- 
“For my solo exhibition in Tokyo October 24 I will put forth works that 
are inspired by the Elements; Earth. Water, Air, Fire. The power of 
nature and fragility of humans and life are my inspiration. As a poetic 
response to the aftermath of the March 1 1 Earthquake and Tsunami. 
I will like to put forth meditations on Nature and the Elements. I have 
created an installation of metallic skeleton leaves, metal wall works 
and a kakejiku (hanging scroll) to create a quiet, contemplative space 



in Galerie Sho.I hope to pay homage to those who were lost and all 
those who were affected by the recent tragedy. I hope to evoke 
transcendence and strength of human nature in my works and 
express the beauty in all things being ephemeral.” 
  
Miya Ando 
 

 
 



 


