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With a unique sensibility that bridges the hemispheres, artist
Miya Ando uses metal to create haunting, ethereal artworks that
pay homage to nature and the industrial world.

Miya Ando traces her ancestry on her mother’s side back 16 generations to a family of
renowned swordsmiths in samurai-era Japan. Born in America to a Japanese mother and
a Russian-American father, she spent much of her childhood living in a coastal redwood
forest in Santa Cruz, California, as well as at a Nichiren Buddhist temple in Okayama,
Japan, where her grandfather was the head priest. Now she works out of a studio in New
York City, transforming sheets of steel and aluminium into abstract works of art with
subtle gradations of colour.

“As a young child I had always heard about the swordsmithing in my Japanese family,”
she says. “I’ve seen the swords that they made, and I’ve always been fascinated by that.
Swords are very profound objects – they’re scary and they’re beautiful.”
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 Ando was drawn further to metal by a bronze sculptor who had a foundry near her
family’s forest home in California. In addition, her father had a hobby of renovating old
cars, and he taught her to solder around the age of 8. “I have comfort around
metalworking, because I’ve been soldering and brazing since I was a little girl,” she says.

In her artwork, Ando typically turns a sheet of metal into a painting by dyeing, grinding,
sanding, anodizing and burnishing its surface to create a beautiful object that embodies
the permanence of metal while re�ecting the transitory nature of everything in the
universe.  

 “My work is informed by Buddhist philosophy,” she says. “I’m very interested in the idea of
interconnectivity and the awareness that everything is �eeting and temporal. I’m
particularly interested in metals because they convey a sense of permanence and
strength and hardness. But even metal is temporal, so I’m interested in creating
experiential artwork that changes and shifts. Metal is very special in its ability to re�ect
light. When you walk around my paintings and the light shifts, that’s a vocabulary for
temporality and awareness of this present moment of time.”

In the �eld of metallic artwork, Ando is considered a pioneer in her approach to anodized
aluminium. “I started anodizing and mixing up my own dyes and applying them with a
brush to create gradients and colours other than the standard ones,” she says. Her work
drew the attention of Bang & Olufsen, the Danish consumer electronics company, which

considers itself a leader in anodized aluminium. “They called me up one day and said,



considers itself a leader in anodized aluminium. “They called me up one day and said,
‘How are you getting these gradients and these colours?’ I said I was hand-dyeing them,
and they said they had never heard of that.” The company �ew her to Denmark so that
their chemists and scientists could pick her brain on her approach, which she was happy
to share with them.

Besides spending time as a child at her grandfather’s Buddhist temple in Japan, Ando
studied at the University of California at Berkeley and at Yale University. “I’m of two
cultures, and I speak two languages,” she says. “Living between Santa Cruz and Okayama
gave me a perspective that there is not just one correct perception, but there are multiple
views. In my soul, my aim is to make objects that are expressions of the human condition.
My vocabulary is drawn from nature, and I have applied that to industrial material –
aluminium, sheet metal, stainless, titanium, anodizing, patinas, chemical transformations.
I’m interested in the harmony between we as people and nature and the industrial world.”
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